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Welcome, Spring!

Spring is upon us and with it a renewal of life. As I write this I can see some scoff-
ers saying “Spring? Look out the window! Look at the thermometer!” Yes, I know 
that there may still be snow and ice on the ground. Yes, I know that the negative 
digits on the thermometer make my gloveless digits feel like icicles when I walk 
to my car. But I also know that shortly I will see a robin! A few days after that, the 
trees will begin to bud, ever so faintly at first. Then, the crocuses will follow with 
their yellow coming-out party. You see, I believe in the promise of spring. I have 
lived enough to see even the bleakest of winters give way to beautiful springtime 
renewal. I also believe in the promise of new life for humanity. I have lived long 
enough to see even the worst of sinners give way at the feet of Jesus to beautiful 
Christian renewal. 

Renewal is really what Christianity is all about. God sets us free from the penalty 
of sin and there begins a process of life renewal.  Romans 12:2 (ESV) urges us 
on to this process of renewal, saying “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” At FCC, we believe this 
renewal happens best in community with other believers and so we have designed 
environments that promote that renewal. 
 
Some focus on learning new things from God’s word. Others are designed to help 
us begin to pick up the pieces after life throws us a curve ball. Still others focus on 
providing a more intimate community where we can truly know others and  
be known.

Mom’s Day Out, Young at Heart, and Catalyst are renewal environments that 
revolve around different life stages. Walking with God, Men’s Fraternity, and the 
Seasons ministry join individuals together who have common needs for sharing 
and learning.  Adult Bible Fellowships, Building U classes, Wednesday Night Lite, 
and other Bible studies are primarily environments focused on studying and  
applying God’s word to everyday life. The Energy ministry and LifeGroups are 
renewal environments whose emphasis is community.  

All of these approaches are designed around Biblical instruction for life. We  
encourage each one of you to probe, explore, and ultimately find connection in 
one of these learning environments.

Joel Augustus, Discipleship Minister



The Path @ First Christian Church

A Chinese scholar once said, “The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step.” Life is a journey. Sometimes the path is straight; at times it can run crooked. 
Sometimes the path seems to run downhill allowing us to walk in comfort and ease.  
At other times all we can see is a road that runs uphill bringing with it pain and discom-
fort. One thing we know for sure is that the Christian walk is an amazing journey.  

Everyone who travels looks for markers. Markers may be metal signs, landmarks,  
constellations or even rock formations to help them stay on course. What markers lay 
on the path for followers of Jesus? What mile markers are we to look for in our journey? 
We have identified five markers that every follower of Christ should be encountering as 
they travel:

Celebrate 1 Hour of Worship: God desires our worship. When we come together 
corporately to praise our Father we are fulfilling our life’s purpose. While serving in 
ministry is important, we encourage every member of our church to celebrate one hour 
of corporate worship each week.  

My corporate worship takes place on: _____________________

Connect with 1 Small Group: Life change takes place in small groups. God has  
designed us to know and be known. God has called us to live in community. Being a 
part of a small group allows us to serve, encourage and grow with other believers.

My small group is: ______________________________________

Commit 1 Hour of Service: God has gifted each one of us with gifts to advance His 
kingdom. When we serve in our areas of giftedness and passion we become the hands 
and feet of our Lord.  

My area of ministry is: __________________________________

Cast for 1 Lost Person: Jesus called His disciples to be fishers of men. We realize that 
sharing the gospel can be done in so many different ways. We will commit to praying 
for, building relationships with and reaching out to the lost around us.  

I am praying, building a bridge to and reaching out to ___________________________  
in the hopes they will come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Create 1 Moment a Day with God: Following Jesus goes way beyond once a week 
on Sunday morning. God desires a daily relationship with me. That relationship is kept 
fresh and alive when I make time daily for God.

I will create 1 moment a day with God by ______________________________ 

These five steps will remind us to continue the journey as we seek to follow Christ. 
Make your first step along side us today.  

Craig Grammer, Senior Minister
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Adult Curriculum Course Listing

Sunday
Total Money Makeover 101 (11:00 AM).................................................................10

Total Money Makeover 201 (11:00 AM).................................................................10

Foundations (6:00 PM)...........................................................................................10

Next Steps (11:00 AM)........................................................................................... 11

Secrets of the Vine (6:00 PM)................................................................................. 11

Sunday Night Bible Study (6:00 PM)...................................................................... 11

Adult Bible Fellowship Classes (8:30 & 9:45 AM).............................................12-13

Monday
Walking with God: Grieving God’s Way (5:00 PM)..................................................5

Karate (6:30 PM)......................................................................................................5

Tuesday
CORE Ball (4:00 PM)................................................................................................5

CATALYST (6:00 PM)................................................................................................5

Wednesday @ 6:30 PM
Theology: Basic Apologetics....................................................................................6

Spiritual Formation: An Ordinary Day with Jesus ....................................................6

Family Life Series: Love & Respect, Part II................................................................6

New Testament: 1 and 2 Peter..................................................................................7

Women’s Studies: Esther: It’s Tough Being a Woman (A Beth Moore Study).............7

Men’s Fraternity: Quest for Authentic Manhood .....................................................7

Walking with God: Anxiety & Depression................................................................8

Walking with God: Beloved Unbeliever...................................................................8

Walking with God: Blended Families.......................................................................8

Thursday
CORE Ball (4:00 PM)................................................................................................9

Friday
Mom’s Day Out (9:00 AM).......................................................................................9

Saturday
Men’s Bible Study (7:00 AM)....................................................................................9

Seasons Women’s Breakfast (9:00 AM).....................................................................9
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March 11 - May 6, 2009
Dinner served 5:00 – 6:00 PM

Cost is $4.00 for adults; $2.00 for ages 6-12; and $.50 for children under 6.  
Maximum charge is $18.00/family.

March 11
Roast beef
Au gratin potatoes
Broccoli & California mix
Rolls
Salad bar
Dessert

March 18
Lasagna
Broccoli
Salad Bar
Dessert

March 25
Chicken parmesan
Marinara pasta
Corn
Dinner roll
Salad bar
Dessert

April 1
Beef & noodles
Mashed potatoes
California blend veggies
Salad bar
Dessert
 

 
April 8
Ham & cheese sandwich
Potato soup
Salad bar
Dessert

April 15
Ham 
Baked Sweet potatoes
Glazed garden vegetables
Dinner roll
Salad bar
Dessert

April 22
Barbecue chicken
Au gratin potatoes
Green beans
Dinner roll
Salad bar
Dessert

April 29
Cube steak
Baked potatoes
Broccoli & cheese
Dinner roll
Salad bar
Dessert

May 6
Barbecue beef sandwich
Oven fries
Corn 
Salad bar
Dessert

Wednesday Night Menu

To help us be better stewards of God’s 
provisions, please RSVP on the  

weekly church bulletin tear-off or  
call the church office at 937 399 1000 

before Noon on Monday.
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Monday
Walking with God: Grieving God’s Way
Meets 1st and 3rd Mondays each month; 5:00 – 6:00 PM; Childcare not available.

Society’s way says time heals. God’s way says, faith heals. The Grieving God’s Way 
Bible study is designed to help people release their burden of suffering to God. He 
alone, through His word, can help relieve the heavy load you are carrying. 

Together, facing grief through the comfort of God’s love, we will walk toward  
freedom and enjoy life again. Throughout our journey we will: 

	 understand how God works through grief to make us whole,
	 address the roadblocks that keep you from moving through grief,
	 build a closer relationship to God, and
	 discover strengths within and heal in a way that brings honor to a loved one.

Location:	 Conference Room
Registration: 	 Contact the instructors, Mandy Acord at 937 681 2723,  
	 or Linda Augustus at 937 265 5617

Karate
Meets Year-Round; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Childcare not available. 

This class is a Christ-centered martial arts program committed to inspire,  
encourage, and equip students (of any age) not only to become better at martial 
arts, but more importantly to become bold and effective witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

Location:	 Room 149B
Registration: 	 Contact the instructor, Doug Yates at 937 270 9564 
Fee:	 A recommended donation of $5.00 is appreciated






Tuesday
Sports & Wellness: CORE Ball Class
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 4:00 – 4:45 PM; Instructor: Jennie Colvin; Childcare not available.

Location:	 GYM
Requirements:	 Bring a towel, water and your body ball.

CATALYST Young Adults Ministry
Every Tuesday; 6:00 – 7:30 PM; Leader: John McLeod; Childcare not available. 

CATALYST is about creating a new and different church experience for the  
18-30 year old. It’s a place to get away from routine, learn something new, gain  
friendships and celebrate God working in our lives. This experience is more than  
a building, a person, a service, or a style. CATALYST is a group of missionaries,  
a body of believers, a community of unique individuals threaded together by a  
common passion and love for Jesus Christ.

CATALYST is a compelling force for God in the world, serving Jesus and the  
community, connecting every aspect of our lives as an act of worship to God,  
engaging with one another, and enjoying our culture!

Location:	 Coffee House
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Wednesday

Building U: Theology — Basic Apologetics 
Mar 11 – May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructor: Rand Miller

Apologetics is a fancy word for defending what you believe. The Apostle Paul said 
we should always be ready to give an answer for the hope we have. Topics to be 
covered in this class will include: 

how do I know there is a God? 
how do I know the Creation account of Genesis is true?
did Jesus really do miracles?
are we sure Christianity is true?
how do we know Jesus rose from the grave? 

Building U: Spiritual Formation — An Ordinary Day with Jesus 
Mar 11 – May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructor: Joel Augustus

Together, we’ll learn to experience the reality of God in our normal, everyday lives.  
We’ll see that experiencing his presence in our ordinary life doesn’t necessarily 
mean doing new things, but rather doing the things we already do in new ways 
with Him.  

Building U: Family Life Series — Love & Respect DVD Series, Part II
Mar 11 – May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructors: Tim & Bonnie Elliott

Psychological studies affirm it, and the Bible has been saying it for ages. Cracking 
the communication code between husband and wife involves understanding one 
thing: that unconditional respect is as powerful for him as unconditional love is for 
her. It’s the secret to marriage that every couple seeks, and yet few couples ever 
find. 

Today, you and your mate can start fresh with the ground-breaking guidance that 
Dr. Emerson Eggerichs provides in this ministry. This teaching, based on Ephesians 
5:33, featured on Focus on the Family, is for anyone: in marital crisis... wanting 
to strengthen their marriage... or simply making a good marriage better. It’s for 
engaged couples, too. It teaches the differences, not wrong just different, that God 
created in men and women to compliment each other. 

This class is a continuation of Part II. During this 9 weeks together, we will discover 
how to have a successful marriage by learning how to:  
 

initiate the Energizing Cycle of change 
enjoy the Rewarded Cycle of new passion 

Requirements: 	 Prior completion of Love & Respect, Part I.









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Building U: Women’s Studies — Esther: It’s Tough Being a Woman (Beth Moore) 
Mar 11 — May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructor: Michele McGeean 

Part I of this unique, in-depth study of the Book of Esther will lead women through 
a journey of tragedy and triumph, teaching us how to trust God’s providence for the 
tough times. We’ll discover more about ourselves and about the only book in the 
Bible that never mentioned God’s name. We’ll quickly learn that although God’s 
name isn’t in Esther, His hand is all over it! Join us as we identify the tough times in 
Esther and explore our own tough times through careful personal applications.

Part II of this study is scheduled for Fall Quarter 2009.

You will need to purchase the workbook, “Esther: It’s Tough Being a Woman” by 
Beth Moore for $15.00.

Building U: New Testament — 1 & 2 Peter 
Mar 11 – May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructor: Boyd Marcum

Feeling alienated in this world? In conflict with your culture? Come join us in a study 
of the books of First and Second Peter. You will feel the warmth of the author’s ex-
pressions combined with practical instructions that make this epistle a unique source 
of encouragement for all believers that live in conflict with their culture. 

FCC Men’s Fraternity — The Quest for Authentic Manhood 
Mar 11 — May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructors: Craig Grammer and Bruce Ludlow  

Men’s Fraternity is a series of three one-year-long studies, beginning with The Quest 
for Authentic Manhood. These next 9 sessions, Teaching Manhood to Men, focuses 
on “man and his baggage”. We’ll discuss the different wounds in a man’s life, his 
misperceptions, misplaced expectations, and common hurts. 

More than just a rally or a Bible study, Men’s Fraternity provides men with an 
encouraging process that teaches them how to live lives of authentic manhood as 
modeled by Jesus Christ and directed by the Word of God.  

Men’s Fraternity was designed to help men come together and strengthen each other 
through weekly sessions that combine biblical teaching and small group  
interaction. The class is for men 18 years of age and older and is a fantastic  
outreach opportunity for you to invite friends, relatives, and even co-workers.
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Walking with God: Walking through Anxiety and Depression
Mar 11 — May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructors: Chuck & Linda Hull (937 864 1082)

From personal experience, we know that walking with depression and anxiety  
often take us down a dark and troubled path. But we are not without hope, for Jesus 
says to us, “I am the light of the world.”

You are invited to share and study with us, as we debunk the “D” (depression) myths, 
encourage one another and search God’s word for the truth, mercy and grace that we 
all need every day of our lives. During the Bible study, we will: 

observe how God cares for us,
discover how to avoid anxiety through prayer, and
learn to be content and have peace in every circumstance.

You will need to purchase the book, “Seeing in the Dark” by Gary Kinnaman and 
Richard Jacobs.

 
Walking with God: Beloved Unbeliever
Mar 11 — May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructor: Linda Slusher (937 323 3349) 

One of the most grievous and difficult situations a Christian may ever face is that 
of being unequally yoked — being married to a mate who is not a believer of Jesus 
Christ. During the 9-week Bible study, you will discover positive ways to  
approach this burden, including:

how to be a suitable helper,
how to deal with hurts, heartaches and hindrances, and
how to shoulder spiritual responsibility.

You will need $12.00 to purchase the book, “Beloved Unbeliever: Loving Your  
Husband Into the Faith”, by Jo Berry.

Walking with God: Strengthening Blended Families
Mar 11 — May 6, 2009; 6:30 – 7:30 PM; Instructor: Linda Pauley (937 399 7111)  

At some point during their lives, more than half of Americans today have been, are 
now, or will eventually be in one or more step-situations. Every member of the family 
is affected and this blending represents the most difficult form of family life people 
attempt to live out today. 

The Bible study addresses areas of conflict common to divorce and remarriage and 
outlines practical solutions to help your family to enjoy a happy, more harmonious life 
together. Throughout this course, we will:

find out what causes blended families to fail or succeed,
learn to deal with unexpected emotions, and
gain valuable insight on how adults and children process difficult transitions.

You will need to purchase the book, “Blended Families”, by Maxine Marsolini.













Wednesday, continued
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Thursday

Young at Heart 
Meets the second Thursday of every month, year-round at 12:00 PM

Young at Heart is made up of men and women (age 55+) who enjoy laughter,  
conversation, and making new friends. We believe in the importance of having a 
right relationship with God and giving Him the reverence He deserves.

Every second Thursday, we meet for lunch and a program (cost is $5.00/person). 
It’s a wonderful time of fellowship! We also participate in many ministry projects to 
serve Christ and His church, as well as share many unique fellowship opportunities  
including day and overnight trips, conferences and retreats. For more information, 
contact Roberta Mowell at 937 568 4250.

Sports & Wellness: CORE Ball Class
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 4:00 – 4:45 PM; Instructor: Jennie Colvin; Childcare not available.

Location:	 GYM 
Fee:	 None
Requirements:	 Bring a towel, water and your body ball.

Friday
Mom’s Day Out: Parenting with Purpose & Grace (continued)
Mar 6, 13, 20; Apr 3, 24; May 1 , 8; 9:00 AM – Noon ; Childcare provided infant – K

Parenting has always been a challenge; even more so in this day and age. Discover 
what the Bible says about how to reflect the love, wisdom, and grace of God in 
your parenting. Join us as Pala Suver and Kate Moore lead our study based on the 
Fisherman Bible Studies book, “Parenting with Purpose & Grace,” by Alice Fryling.  
We will learn how God parents us, how to pray for your kids, how to handle your 
own fears and failures, and how to entrust your children to God. 

Registration:  	 Watch the weekly bulletin, screen announcements and  
	 www.FCCconnect.org/mdo or stop by the Nursery.

Saturday 

Men’s Bible Study (all men welcome at any time)
Meets year-round; 7:30 AM; Leader: Rand Miller; Childcare not available. 

The Men’s Saturday morning Bible Study has been in existence at First Christian 
Church since the 1970’s. Our format is simple. We take a book of the Bible and 
study it... exhaustively. It may take us a few months, or it may take as long as two 
or three years before we complete a study and move on. We ponder many of life’s 
questions and enjoy seeing how God’s Word provides the direction we need.

 
Seasons Women’s Breakfast (all women welcome at any time)
Mar 14, Apr 11; 9:00 - 11:00 AM; Leader: Mary Lou Moore; Childcare not available. 

Seasons Breakfasts are for all women who are interested in supporting and learning 
more about our FCC missionaries. We meet six times a year for a delicious (free!) 
breakfast, program, prayer, and time of fellowship. “Group Hugs” are collected to 
provide offerings for the missionaries or items needed for an upcoming mission trip.
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Total Money Makeover 101: Get Out of Debt!
Mar 8 — May 3, 2009 (no class Easter Sunday), 2009; 11:00 AM;
Instructors: Todd & Lisa Bauer / Mark & Trish Schultz 

More people are driven to rely on fast credit as an easy convenience to their financial 
difficulties. Credit is not the answer! In fact, credit is the ultimate deceiver! Proverbs 
22:7 says, “the borrower is servant to the lender.” It’s time to break free from the  
burden of debt! Join us as we delve into a 9-week study of Dave Ramsey’s book 
“Total Money Makeover” and learn how to: 

recognize the 10 most dangerous money myths; 
design an achievable plan for paying off all debt (everything but the house);
secure a fully-funded emergency savings; and
rethink your relationship with money and live like no one else.

This intensive study provides biblically based, common sense education and  
empowerment to help ordinary people (regardless of age or income) understand  
the forces behind their financial distress and how to set things right – financially, 
emotionally, and spiritually!
 
You will need $10.00 to purchase the book, “Total Money Makeover” by  
Dave Ramsey. Book pre-orders will be taken at the kiosk starting Sunday, Feb 22.
 

Total Money Makeover 201: College/Retirement Planning & Wealth Building
Mar 8, 15, 22; 11:00 AM; Instructors: Bart & Pala Suver 

Join us for part two of the Total Money Makeover program. In our 3-week study, we 
will focus on Dave Ramsey’s Baby Steps 4-7 by: 

planning for college and retirement; 
paying off the home mortgage; and
building wealth so you can “live like no one else!”

 
Pre-Requisite:  You must have taken the Total Money Makeover class in Fall ‘08 or 		
                        Spring ‘09.

Foundations Class
March 1 – April 5; 6:00 – 7:15 PM; Instructor: Craig Grammer
Jul 19 – Aug 23; 11:00 AM; Instructor: Bruce Ludlow

Foundations is a 6-week class geared to give you a deeper look at the fundamentals 
we believe and why we believe them. Foundations is open to all guests and new 
members who are interested in discovering more about First Christian and want to 
discover what steps to take next.

Registration:  Complete the tear-off in the weekly bulletin, call the office at 		
	        937 399 1000 or register online at www.FCCconnect.org/foundations 

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Sunday
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Next Steps Class
May 24 – June 14; Aug 6 – Sep 20; 11:00 AM; Instructor: Joel Augustus

Next Steps is a 4-week class open to any existing members of the church family,  
and is specifically designed to help strengthen us as Christ-followers in three of the 
five steps along The Path: Create One, Commit to One, and Connect with One. 

Week 1: Overview of membership expectations
Week 2: Strengthening your spiritual formation (Create One)
Week 3: Discovering your spiritual giftedness and service opportunities 
              (Commit to One)
Week 4: Grow in community (Connect with One)

Registration:  Complete the tear-off in the weekly bulletin, call the office at 		
   	        937 399 1000 or register online at www.FCCconnect.org/nextsteps 

Secrets of the Vine
Mar 8 – May 3, 2009 (no class Easter Sunday); 6:00 – 7:15 PM; Instructor: Bruce Lemley

The Senior Saints are studying “Secrets of the Vine” by Bruce Wilkinson. You are 
invited to go deeply into God’s Word to see how Jesus’ teaching on fruitfulness, 
found in John 15, is supported and explained by the whole scripture. We will learn: 

Fruitfulness – what God wants from the branch of your life;
Discipline – how God moves from barren to bountiful;
Pruning – how God makes room for more of the best; and
Abiding – how God invites you to flourish in His presence.

Registration:      None – join us at any time!

Sunday Night Bible Study
Meets Year-round; 6:00 – 7:15 PM; Instructors: Boyd Marcum & Al Overholzer

An exhaustive study through varying books of the Bible, chapter-by-chapter,  
verse-by-verse. This class is open to anyone at any time, just be sure to bring your 
Bible to class.

Registration:      None – join us at any time!

•
•
•

•









